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From Police Chief Terry Kim
Most folks are familiar with Heraclitus’ quote that says, “The only thing that is constant is
change”. That notion seems to be very true in policing. I have seen my share of changes in the
police profession during my tenure – the way police officers conduct their business has
evolved dramatically, sometimes due to legislative changes, and sometimes by the changing
needs and expectations from our community and society at large. When I started my career in
law enforcement nearly 25 years ago, dealing with homelessness, let alone being an integral
part of a solution to combat that issue was definitely not on the list of things that were
expected of police officers. Obviously that is no longer the case today, and most police agencies in the region are
deeply involved in addressing homelessness.
Many agencies have dedicated Homeless Liaison Officers, also referred to as HLO’s, who are given specialized
training and resources to deal with their local homeless population. However, what we have found over the years
is that the homelessness issue is not limited or specific to each city or jurisdiction, and it requires collaboration and
efforts at a regional level to be effective. In 2017 the La Palma Police Department joined the then newly formed
North Orange County Public Safety Task Force, consisting of 10 cities in the north Orange County region, whose
main goal is to prevent youth violence, assist with re-entry of criminal offenders back into the society, and to
address homelessness. Being a part of the task force provides the police department with valuable resources such
as City Net, which is a non-profit organization who specializes in homeless outreach and helping homeless
individuals get access to appropriate resources they need. City Net is also working closely with the La Palma
Intercommunity Hospital’s ER staff to help patients who are either homeless or become stranded after being
released from the hospital because they have no way of getting back home.
Every week, outreach workers from City Net get paired with one of our officers to patrol the city and conduct
outreach. We learned that continuous outreach is important because many homeless individuals are reluctant or
resistant to receive services available to them, and it takes time for the officer and outreach workers to build
rapport and a trusting relationship before those individuals decide to accept help. We saw a prime example of this
just a couple of months ago when the City Net and officer outreach team contacted a homeless man with whom
they had several contacts in the past. The man had been very resistant to receiving help but through a consistent
contact and rapport building, the team was able to find out that he was struggling with tooth pain. After doing
some research, City Net staff was able to find a dentist within walking distance who agreed to extract the man’s
tooth free of charge. The man no longer suffers from toothache, and he is very thankful for the help he got. The
outreach workers are continuing their conversation with the man to get him to accept temporary shelter services in
the near future. This is just a small example of the tireless work being done by our officers and City Net. Since
partnering with the La Palma Police Department, City Net has helped 21 homeless individuals exit homelessness in
La Palma. While this may not be a significant number in comparison to some of the surrounding cities, I am
thankful that we are able to make a positive impact for the homeless as well as for our community.
Sheltering of homeless individuals is a topic that often leads to heated debates and conflicts in many communities.
Realizing that the issue needs to be addressed at the regional level, administrators and elected officials of the North
Service Planning Area (SPA), which consists of cities in the north Orange County region, have been working together
for several years in order to come up with a solution for creating additional navigation centers (emergency shelters)
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for the homeless. Current plans are in place to build two navigation centers, one in Buena Park and one in
Placentia, that will accommodate several hundred individuals at any given time. Eleven of the SPA Cities will be
contributing to operate the two facilities once they are built. Under the current law, cities have no power to
remove homeless individuals from publicly owned spaces unless the city has a temporary shelter available for that
individual, and the individual refuses to accept the shelter. Conversely, law enforcement cannot take any kind of
enforcement action against homeless persons just because they are homeless. Our police officers will continue to
hold accountable any individual, whether homeless or not, who violate the law and commit criminal offenses. At
the same time, the public must understand that police officers may be restricted as to what legal authority they
have in many situations. Needless to say, the two navigation centers will be a significant step toward addressing
homelessness in our communities. Personally, having watched the progress over the years, I have a deep
appreciation for the collaboration and leadership of the involved cities’ officials to come up with a regional solution.
The La Palma Police Department will remain committed to working with all of its regional partners in order to bring
the best possible solution for our community. Stay tuned.

Mosquito and Vector Control
This summer the Orange County Mosquito and Vector Control
District is helping raise awareness about mosquito reduction and
disease prevention with a mission; Tip-N-Toss! Tip all containers
of water and toss it; and here are some other tips:
 Bromeliads are a popular house plant, but they are also a
common breeding source for Aedes mosquitoes! Drain the
water that collects in the plant to prevent mosquito breeding.
 It only takes a bottlecap full of water to begin producing
mosquitoes. Prevent the spread of diseases and reduce
mosquito abundance by properly discarding recyclables and
unneeded containers.
 Toys that are left out can collect water and become a
mosquito breeding source. Once a week, empty, turn over,
cover, or throw out items that can hold water.

Traffic Safety
Yes, we know the calendar shows July and the community is still enjoying vacations and Concerts in the Park; but
before you know it, local schools will be back in session. Many of our local schools start their fall session on August
8, 2019. With that thought in mind, we want to remind everyone that there will be increased traffic around school
sites and there will be an increased presence by our police officers as the La Palma Police Department strives to
keep everyone safe.
The start of a new school year brings a variety of issues, but traffic safety is everyone’s responsibility. Remember to
reduce your traveling speed as you approach school zones. Plan for increased traffic and leave your home early so
you are not rushed for work. Always be on the lookout for bicyclists especially when entering bike lanes to make
right turns and provide at least 3 feet of clearance when passing a bicycle. Remember to also watch out for
pedestrians when making turns across crosswalks.
If you are a parent who will be dropping off children, do not stop in the “No Stopping” zones along the front of the
schools and never allow children to exit your vehicle while stopped in traffic lanes; it is dangerous. If your child
walks to school, remind them to cross at designated crosswalks and obey pedestrian traffic signals. If your child
rides his or her bicycle to school, make certain they wear a bicycle helmet and travel in the designated bicycle lane
with the flow of traffic. We also ask parents to take the necessary time to instruct their children about traffic safety.
The Police Department will be issuing traffic citations to motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclist who fail to obey traffic
regulations. Enjoy the rest of summer and lets have a safe school year!

La Palma Neighborhood Watch
Meetings: Second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. La Palma City Hall

LPPD Incident Summary - June 2019

3 - Felony Arrests

15 - Misdemeanor Arrests
Total Incidents: 1,912

18 - Warrant Arrests

La Palma Police Department encourages you to call whenever you see suspicious activity in your neighborhood or
elsewhere. Remember: IF YOU SEE SOMETHING, SAY SOMETHING.

Summer Concerts in the Park
“Flash Back Summer”
Saturdays, 6:30 to 8:00 pm, Central Park
June 29 Hometown Heroes Concert (Starts at 6 pm)
July 6 Flogging Seagulls - Tribute to 80’s Party Music”
July 13 Stevie Nicks Illusion - Tribute to Stevie Nicks & Fleetwood Mac”
July 20 Young Dempsey - Tribute to the 50s, 60s, & 70s”
July 27 Paperback Writer - Tribute to the Beatles”
August 3 Mick Adams & the Stones - Tribute to the Rolling Stones”

Calendar of Events
Concert in the Park - Stevie Nicks Illusion
La Palma Central Park
Saturday, July 13
6:30 p.m.
City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, July 16
7:00 p.m.

Concert in the Park - Young Dempsey
La Palma Central Park
Saturday, July 20
6:30 p.m.
Concert in the Park - Paperback Writer
La Palma Central Park
Saturday, July 27
6:30 p.m.

Civic Expo &
National Night Out
Saturday, August 3
5:30-8:00 p.m.
Central Park

The Civic Expo hosts booths from La Palma’s various service
providers including, utility partners, public safety departments,
municipal departments, and community non-profits. This is a
great opportunity to learn about your City and its public
partnerships.
The National Night Out component is a nationally recognized
community-building campaign that promotes strong police
community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie helping
to make the community a safe and pleasant place to live.
For more information please call 714-690-3350.

Civic Expo & National Night Out
Concert in the Park - Mick Adams & the Stones
La Palma Central Park
Saturday, August 3
5:30 p.m.
City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, August 6
7:00 p.m.
City Council Meeting
City Council Chambers
Tuesday, August 20
7:00 p.m.

La Palma City Hall
7822 Walker Street
La Palma, California 90623
(714) 690-3300
Hours: Monday - Thursday, 7:30a.m. - 6:00p.m.
When a holiday falls on a Friday or Saturday, the City will
observe the holiday on Thursday; and when a holiday falls on
Sunday, it will be observed on Monday.

La Palma Police Department
7792 Walker Street
La Palma, California 90623
www.cityoflapalma.org/police
police@cityoflapalma.org
(714) 690-3370
For emergencies dial 9-1-1

www.cityoflapalma.org

