
 

CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 2016-42 
 

December 1, 2016 
 

 
TO:  La Palma City Council 
 
FROM: Laurie A. Murray, City Manager     
 
 
In This Week’s Report 

 Agenda Summary 

 2016 Second Quarter Sales Tax Update 

 Billboard Project Progress (Attachment) 

 Moody Plaza’s New Master Sign Program  

 Commercial Burglary Suspects Arrested  

 Police out on Bransford for Parking Permits This Saturday (Attachment) 

 Meetings Held at JFK High School Regarding Recent Event  

 Personnel Activity 

 Agenda Planning Guide 

 

Other Attachments & Correspondence from Other Organizations 

 

 The Source November/December Newsletter 

 State Controller’s November Newsletter 

 Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA) Drowning Statistics 

 

 

City Manager’s Office News 
 
Agenda Summary:  The Successor Agency Agenda only has the Minutes for approval. 
 
The City Council Agenda has two consent calendars – one before the reorganization with 
routine items including the waiving of the reading of ordinances in their entirety and minutes; 
the other after the reorganization with routine items as well, including the Register of 
Demands and the Water Conservation Monthly Report for October 2016.  
 
The Consent Calendar also includes: 
 

 The State Board of Equalization Resolutions necessary to implement and administer 
the Transactions and Use Tax and the continued administration of the Sales and Use 
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Tax and a new agreement with the City’s sales tax consultant that includes services for 
the transactions and use tax. 

 

 A budget amendment and authorization to purchase replacement radios as part of the 
800 MHz project, funding for which was set aside in 2014. 

 
Additional items on the Agenda include: 
 

 The second reading and adoption of Initiative Ordinance 2016-01.  This matter will be 
approved prior to the declaration of the election results and the Council reorganization. 

 

 A Resolution declaring the results of the November 8, 2016, General Municipal Election; 
presentations to outgoing Council Member Steve Shanahan, and the Oath of Office and 
Induction of Gerard Goedhart, Marshall Goodman, and Peter Kim. 

 

 City Council Reorganization 
 
A reception will follow the meeting at the Community Center across the street from City Hall. 
 
 
Administrative Services News 
 
2016 Second Quarter Sales Tax Update: Second quarter sales tax receipts from April through 
June 2016 were 35.7% below the second sales period in 2015.  Gross receipts for the second 
quarter in 2016 were $679,906.  Excluding reporting aberrations, actual sales were down 
11.4%. The significant difference is explained by an additional onetime allocation received last 
year from a company to correct old reporting errors.  This large infusion of additional funds in 
the first quarter of 2015 artificially deflated this year’s overall results. Tax revenue from fuel and 
service stations, the City’s largest business group, was down 51% or $327,380 compared to 
the same quarter in 2015.  This is largely attributable to the statewide drop in the price of 
gasoline.   
 
 
Community Development News 
 
Billboard Project Progress (Attachment): Foster Interstate Media, Inc. (FIMI) has applied for 
and received their Outdoor Advertising (OA) permit from Caltrans for both double-sided digital 
display billboards in La Palma. Attached are copies of the approval and permits from Caltrans. 
FIMI has notified staff that they are wrapping up the structural engineering necessary to submit 
plans for City building division plan check and permit issuance. According to the Development 
Agreement the only remaining government approval necessary (besides a city building permit) 
is Caltrans’s approval to replace the taller eucalyptus trees with lower and broader canopy 
California pepper trees. The City has been facilitating this process, which is in second round 
plan check on the re-landscaping plans. We hope to hear back from Caltrans before the end 
of the year. 
 
Moody Plaza’s New Master Sign Program: The property owner of the commercial strip center 
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on the north east corner of Moody Street and Crescent Avenue presented a new Master Sign 
Plan to the Development Committee on Monday Night. The Master Sign Plan calls for a new 
monument sign and revised building façade signs for each tenant. The Development 
Committee approved the requested Master Sign Plan subject to a few clarifications which 
should help the businesses in the center. We can expect to see the new signs go up in the first 
quarter of 2017. 
 
 
Police Department News 
 

Commercial Burglary Suspects Arrested: On November 24, 2016 at about 2:30 a.m., 
officers responded to Pinoy Grille regarding a commercial burglary with a window smash.  
Officers requested the K-9 unit from the Cypress Police Department to help clear the inside of 
the business, as it was unknown if the suspects were still inside.  Officers soon discovered that 
the suspects had fled prior to the officers’ arrival.  The loss was a cash register with a small 
amount of change.  While officers were still investigating the crime, they were notified that the 
Cypress Police Department was responding to a similar burglary in progress in the area of 
Valley View and Orange.  Cypress officers were able to locate and arrest three suspects for 
burglarizing a business via a window smash.  The evidence from the scene and the suspects’ 
method of operation suggested that they were also responsible for the crime in La Palma.  All 
suspects were booked at the Cypress Police Department and the investigation is ongoing. 
 
Police out on Bransford for Parking Permits This Saturday (Attachment): A letter was 
recently mailed to residents in the area of Parking Zone B, informing them about the new 
parking restrictions and the permit process.  Police Department staff will be out on Bransford 
Drive with the Mobile Command Post this Saturday, December 3, 2016, from 10:00 a.m. to 
noon to help the residents in the zone register their vehicles for parking permits.  
 
Meetings Held at JFK High School Regarding Recent Event: Two meetings were held at 
JFK High School regarding the recent event involving one of their assistant water polo coaches.  
The first meeting, which was held on Tuesday evening, was for the parents of the water polo 
team players.  The second meeting was held on Wednesday evening, and it was open to the 
entire school community.  Personnel from both La Palma and Buena Park police departments 
were present at both meetings to answer questions from the attendees.  
  

Officers Discover Commercial Burglary: During the early morning hours of December 1, an 
Officer discovered the rear door at 7841 Valley View (Hair Salon) had been pried open. Officers 
entered the business and discovered a hole in an interior wall to 7851 Valley View (Diamond 
Spa). The ATM located in the lobby of the Spa had been forced open and an unknown amount 
of cash was missing. Evidence was collected and a crime report was completed. 
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Citywide News 
 

Full Time Personnel Activity 

Position Status 

Police Captain First Interviews scheduled for December 8 

Police Dispatcher/Clerk Candidate in background 

Police Records Clerk (Part Time) Candidate withdrew; Recruitment to be reopened 

Water Service Worker I/II First Interviews held November 29 

Recreation Supervisor Job Description being reviewed 

 
 

Agenda Planning Guide 
(All meetings start at 7:00 p.m., unless otherwise indicated) 

Items listed on the planning guide are tentative and subject to move to different dates 
 

 
December 6 
Adoption of Initiative Ordinance Imposing a 
Transaction (sales) and Use Tax 
Declaration of Election Results 
City Council Reorganization 
Board of Equalization Required Resolutions 
and Agreements for Implementation of a Local 
Transactions and Use Tax  
Purchase of Police and Public Works Radios 
Reception following meeting at Community 
Center 
 
December 20 
Closed Session following Meeting – City 
Manager Evaluation 
Cash and Investment Reports as of September 
30, 2016 
First Quarter Financial Report – FY 2016-17 
Acceptance of Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report for fiscal year ended June 30, 
2016 
Tree Trimming Contract 
Part-time Salary Resolution 
Authorization to Reinstate Records Clerk 
Position to Full-Time 
Appointments to External Committees 
 

 
 
January 3 
Recognized Obligation Payments Schedule 
(ROPS) FY 17-18 
 
January 17 
Recognition of outgoing Citizen Committee 
Members (Tentative) 
Americana Awards 
 
January 19 – Oversight Board Meeting at 
8:00 a.m. 
 
Friday, January 27 Special Meeting 
All Day Strategic Planning and Goal Setting for 
FY 2017-18 
 
Tuesday, February 28 Special Meeting @ 
7:00 p.m. 
Study Session:  Long Term Financial Plan and 
Budget Priority Discussion 
 
Tuesday, April 25 Special Meeting @ 7:00 
p.m. 
Study Session:  Budget Workshop 
 
 

 
 

 















http://www.cityoflapalma.org/parking
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 Incidents By Major Category

for Period:  11/7/2016 - 11/13/2016

CITY/JURISDICTION FIRE OVER -

PRESSURE

RUPTURE

EMS/

RESCUE

CALL

HAZMAT SERVICE

CALL

GOOD

 INTENT

CALL

FALSE

CALL
NATURAL OTHER TOTAL

 0  0  18  0  1  1  0  15 ALISO VIEJO  36  1 

 2  0  97  1  9  3  0  22 BUENA PARK  143  9 

 0  0  33  1  4  1  0  19 CYPRESS  59  1 

 1  1  39  0  3  1  0  9 DANA POINT  60  6 

 5  0  191  4  7  22  0  26 IRVINE  285  30 

 1  0  9  0  0  1  0  2 IRVINE - UCI  15  2 

 0  0  15  1  5  0  0  2 LA PALMA  24  1 

 0  0  51  0  1  4  0  0 LAGUNA HILLS  62  6 

 2  0  71  1  14  2  0  8 LAGUNA NIGUEL  106  8 

 0  0  77  0  8  1  0  12 LAGUNA WOODS  102  4 

 3  0  104  2  3  1  0  4 LAKE FOREST CITY  122  5 

 1  0  13  0  3  0  0  10 LOS ALAMITOS  29  2 

 1  0  120  1  14  5  0  9 MISSION VIEJO  164  14 

 0  0  34  0  2  1  0  10 PLACENTIA  52  5 

 0  0  31  1  3  3  0  2 RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA  50  10 

 0  0  73  2  10  3  0  21 SAN CLEMENTE  118  9 

 1  0  53  0  6  1  0  15 SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO  85  9 

 10  1  375  1  24  15  0  42 SANTA ANA  520  52 

 0  0  55  2  4  0  0  35 SEAL BEACH  101  5 

 1  0  35  0  6  0  0  23 STANTON  68  3 

 2  0  82  2  3  2  0  7 TUSTIN  107  9 

 0  0  3  0  0  0  0  0 VILLA PARK  3  0 

 1  0  103  0  4  3  0  22 WESTMINSTER  140  7 

 1  1  28  0  3  0  0  44 YORBA LINDA  81  4 

UNINCORPORATED  28  0  1  20  8  0  92  0  3  152 

TOTAL  387  35  3  1802  19  145  222  71  0  2684 
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 Crew from Station 47 (A Shift) hosted a station event for winners of a local charity auction in Irvine.  The event was on 
November 26 from 10:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.   

 

 Division Chief McKeown and Chaplain Robert Benoun attended the Irvine Community Thanksgiving Prayer Breakfast at 
the Marriott. The event was on November 18 from 7:30 a.m. – 9 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Station 27 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of students from Portola 
Springs Elementary in Irvine.  The program was on November 29 from 9 a.m. – 10 a.m.  

 

 Crew from Station 26 (C Shift) participated in a Team Kids Kickoff Assembly at College Park Elementary in Irvine.  The 
event was on December 1 from 8 a.m. – 10 a.m.  

 

 Crew from Station 22 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of Girl Scouts from 
Laguna Hills. The program was on November 28 from 3 p.m. – 4 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Station 49 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of students from Marina 
View preschool in Laguna Niguel.  The program was on November 29 from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  

 

 Crew from Station 31 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of Cub Scouts from 
Mission Viejo.  The program was on November 29 from 3 p.m. – 4 p.m.   

 

 Crew from Station 56 (C Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and station tour to a group of Boy Scouts from 
Rancho Mission Viejo. The program was on December 1 from 4 p.m. – 5 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Engine 45 (B Shift) and Community Education Specialist Polly Bowen provided a life and fire safety program 
and engine visit to students at Shepherd of the Hills preschool in Rancho Santa Margarita. The program was on 
November 28 from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  

 

 Crew from Truck 45 (B Shift) and Community Education Specialist Polly Bowen provided a life and fire safety program 
and engine visit to students at Shepherd of the Hills preschool in Rancho Santa Margarita. The program was on 
November 29 from 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  

 

 Crew from Engine 50 (C Shift) attended a Cub Scout meeting about community members in San Clemente. The event 
was on December 1 from 6 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.   

 

 Crew from Engine 7 (B Shift) and Community Education Specialist Milton Neira provided a disaster preparedness 
presentation to a group of residents from Casa De Ama in San Juan Capistrano. The event was on November 29 from 6 
p.m. – 7 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Engine 75 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and engine visit to students at the Orange County 
Education Arts Academy in Santa Ana. The program was on November 29 from 9 a.m. – 10 a.m.  

 

 Crew from Engine 73 (C Shift) participated in a Career Day event at Loren Griset Academy in Santa Ana. The event was 
on December 1 from 10:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.  

 

 Division Chief Ken Cruz and Battalion Chief Tracy McClelland attended the Seal Beach State of the City presentation at 
the old Ranch Country Club. The event was on November 16 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  

 

 Crew from Engine 10 (B Shift) provided a life and fire safety program and engine visit to students at Hillsborough 
Preschool in Yorba Linda. The program was on November 29 from 10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.  

 



 

 

 
Laguna Hills 
Structure Fire – November 24 - At 11:57 p.m., a structure response was dispatched to Charlemagne in Laguna Hills. After receiving multiple 
reports, the assignment was upgraded to a working structure response. Engine 222 arrived on scene at 12:05 a.m. with a well involved two-
story single family residence with exposures. Battalion 4 arrived on scene and assumed Incident Command and requested two additional 
engines. A primary all clear was reported at 12:11 p.m. At 12:14 a.m., Battalion 4 requested the 2nd alarm balance. The fire was reported 
under control at 12:33 a.m. 
 
Incident Commander:    Chief Contreras, B4 
Cause:       Under Investigation 
 
Seal Beach  
Structure Fire – November 26 - At 1:51 p.m. a Structure Fire response was dispatched to Surfside. Units arrived on scene for find a three-
story single family dwelling with smoke showing and asked for the balance of the Working Structure Fire response. Investigation revealed 
a chimney fire that had extended into the attic of the structure. The Primary All Clear was given at 2:16 p.m. and the fire declared Under 
Control at 2:24 p.m. Seal Beach PD and Edison were requested to assist at the scene. 
 
Incident Commander:    Chief Levesque, B1 
Cause:      Under Investigation 
 
Irvine 
Medical Aid – November 26 - At 8:01 p.m. a Medical Aid response was dispatched to the area of Irvine Boulevard and the 261 Freeway. 
Once on scene paramedics met with a patient that stated he had seen two other people fall into the flood control channel. Truck 43 
requested the balance of the Swift Water Rescue response. Units were placed at strategic locations south of the initial reported entry point 
and began to search the channel. Helicopter 2 and Duke 1 arrived over the area and began a coordinated search of the channel all the way 
down river to the 405. All units determined they were unable to locate anyone in their specific areas as did Helicopter 2 and Duke 1. The 
incident was terminated at 9:20 p.m. with nothing found. 
 
Incident Commander:    Truck 43 
 
Lake Forest 
Traffic Collision with Injuries – November 29 - At 7:57 a.m., ECC received a report from OCSD of a vehicle into a school bus near the 
intersection of Muirlands and Entrados.. Engine 19 arrived on scene reporting two cars and one school bus involved, and after initial size 
up, found three patients (one trapped), and all moderate trauma. The trapped patient was quickly extricated and all patients were 
transported to Mission Hospital. Care Ambulance sent a total of four ambulances and one field supervisor unit to assist. 
 
Incident Commander:    Chief Hoey, B4 
 
Santa Ana 
Structure Fire – November 29 - At 6:02 p.m. a Structure Fire response was dispatched to the area of South Flower Street and West Bishop 
Street for the report of smoke coming from a structure near the intersection. Units arrived in the area and found a single-story two unit 
complex on Flower Street that had a fire in one of the units and asked for the balance of the Working Structure Fire response. The All Clear 
was given at 6:12 p.m. and the fire was Knocked Down at 6:17 p.m. Red Cross was requested to assist at the scene. 
 
Incident Commander:    Engine 75 
Cause:      Under Investigation 
 
Midway City Unincorporated 
Structure Fire – November 30 - At 8:30 p.m. a Structure Fire response was dispatched to Riata Street. First arriving units found a two-story 
structure with the second floor fully involved and asked for the balance of the Working Structure Fire response. Due to the fire activity 
crews began a defensive attack on the fire. At 8:43 p.m. a safety message was broadcast due to power lines falling next to the structure. A 
civilian was injured at the scene and the Incident Commander requested a paramedic unit and an ambulance. At 9 p.m. another civilian 
injury was identified and another ambulance was requested for the incident. The fire was declared Under Control at 10:10 p.m. Red Cross, 
city building officials, Edison, the Gas Company and Animal Control were all requested to assist at the scene. 
 
Incident Commander:    Chief Edwards, B1 
Cause:      Under Investigation 

 
 
 



 Incidents By Major Category

for Period:  11/14/2016 - 11/20/2016

CITY/JURISDICTION FIRE OVER -

PRESSURE

RUPTURE

EMS/

RESCUE

CALL

HAZMAT SERVICE

CALL

GOOD

 INTENT

CALL

FALSE

CALL
NATURAL OTHER TOTAL

 1  0  40  0  1  6  0  5 ALISO VIEJO  55  2 

 3  0  80  1  4  2  0  16 BUENA PARK  114  8 

 0  0  34  2  0  3  0  5 CYPRESS  47  3 

 2  0  34  0  5  3  0  19 DANA POINT  74  11 

 5  0  181  2  10  21  0  23 IRVINE  269  27 

 0  0  12  1  1  1  0  2 IRVINE - UCI  17  0 

 0  0  11  0  1  1  0  5 LA PALMA  18  0 

 2  0  39  0  5  4  0  6 LAGUNA HILLS  60  4 

 0  0  34  1  6  2  0  9 LAGUNA NIGUEL  54  2 

 1  0  58  0  1  1  0  20 LAGUNA WOODS  83  2 

 2  0  64  1  3  3  0  16 LAKE FOREST CITY  97  8 

 1  0  20  0  1  0  0  1 LOS ALAMITOS  29  6 

 1  1  104  0  8  2  0  14 MISSION VIEJO  140  10 

 0  0  44  1  4  2  0  5 PLACENTIA  58  2 

 1  0  36  1  1  4  0  8 RANCHO SANTA MARGARITA  55  4 

 1  0  62  0  10  5  0  18 SAN CLEMENTE  108  12 

 0  0  46  0  2  0  0  14 SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO  66  4 

 9  0  347  5  11  11  0  63 SANTA ANA  479  33 

 1  0  62  0  8  1  0  6 SEAL BEACH  82  4 

 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  1 SEAL BEACH - NVW  1  0 

 0  0  50  2  4  2  0  15 STANTON  78  5 

 0  0  61  0  2  7  0  14 TUSTIN  90  6 

 0  0  5  0  0  1  0  3 VILLA PARK  10  1 

 1  0  95  3  5  3  0  24 WESTMINSTER  137  6 

 1  0  37  1  4  0  0  21 YORBA LINDA  67  3 

UNINCORPORATED  19  0  9  10  9  0  86  0  2  135 

TOTAL  352  34  1  1642  21  106  173  94  0  2423 




